
 
 
 

THE ARENACROSS TOUR GETS READY TO HIT ABERDEEN 
 
Arenacross, Europe’s leading indoor Freestyle Motocross and Race Show will make a two-day Tour 
stop at Aberdeen’s P&J Live Arena, for the first time ever, over the weekend of Saturday the 28th and 
Sunday the 29th of January. 

Following what’s bound to be a wild season-opening weekend this Friday and Saturday in Belfast’s 
SSE Arena, the 2023 Arenacross Tour heads straight to the brand-new 15,000-seat P&J Live Arena for 
rounds three and four of the championship. 

One rider that’s carrying the hopes of a whole nation on his shoulders as the only Scot in the 
Arenacross Pro class line-up is Gabriel KTM’s Shaun Simpson.  

The 34-year-old from Fife has had a stunning career in the sport, winning world championship races 
around the globe as well as several national titles (and not just in the UK). However, throughout it all, 
he’s rarely had the opportunity to race in events as prestigious as Arenacross on home soil in Scotland 
– a handful of times at best – and so this will be a great opportunity both for him and his many 
followers. 

“In my whole career there have been very few opportunities to race in Scotland at events of this level,” 
confirms Shaun. “So racing in Aberdeen will be really cool. Aberdeen is only an hour and a bit up the 
road for me and is where a few of my personal sponsors and some family friends are from. I think 
there will be a great atmosphere.” 

Of course, Simpson is signed up for more than just his local round and will be one of 24 professional 
British riders looking to win this year’s championship – the first to be recognised by the ACU as an 
official British Championship.  

“It’s really cool that the ACU has seen how important Arenacross is to the sport and given it 
recognition as an official British Championship. The series promoter has gone all out to attract the top 
British riders and there’s good prize money at each round. Having two rounds in Aberdeen is a bonus 
and I definitely didn’t want to pass that opportunity up so I committed to the whole championship.” 

Although Simpson is a three-time British champion and winner of four Grands Prix in the premier 
MXGP class, he has limited indoor experience and other than a few one-off indoor appearances where 
he’s acquitted himself well has to go back a few years since he raced a full indoor championship but 
nevertheless is excited to get going.  

“To be honest I am really looking forward to it,” he admits. “It’s not something I’ve done for a wee 
while, but it is something I have done in the past. Okay, it’s only been one-off events here and there 
and I’ve not done a full indoor series since I was on a 125cc two-stroke in the early noughties but it 
will be a great experience to give it a go, see how it is and relive my youth a little bit.” 



A believer of the five Ps strategy – Plan, Ploy, Pattern, Position and Perspective or Preparation 
Prevents P*ss Poor Performance if you prefer – Shaun already has his game plan figured out. “The 
formula for success is to stay safe in practice and set a good time, get a good gate pick for the heats, get 
a good start in them and stay out of trouble and then do the same again in the Main Event.”  

It sounds easy when you put it like that but Shaun is fully aware of just how intense the competition 
will be once the gate drops. “I know it will be tight and that any one of five or six guys will have a shot 
of winning on any individual night which will keep it interesting for the riders and very exciting for 
the fans.” 

Does Simpson put himself on that list of potential winners? He sure does…  

“I’d definitely like to think that I could win at least one or two races and if not then I’d like to be on the 
podiums at the very least,” he admits. “If I can do that and stay consistent, then I think taking the title 
is very possible.” 

The SACU has a members-only special discount code for anyone who’d like to go and support Shaun at 
round 4 of the series on Sunday afternoon, the 29th of January. 

P&J Live is located close to Aberdeen International Airport, six miles northwest of the city centre, and 
just a few short minutes from the city's new western peripheral route. There are plenty of transport 
options to reach the venue.  
 
The Arenacross Tour 2023: 
Friday 20th January – SSE Arena, Belfast  
Saturday 21st January – SSE Arena, Belfast 
Saturday 28th January – P&J Live, Aberdeen 
Sunday 29th January – P&J Live, Aberdeen 
Saturday 4th February – The Resorts World Arena, Birmingham NEC, England 
Saturday 11th February – The OVO Arena Wembley, London, England 
 
More information at www.arenacrossuk.com  
 

http://www.arenacrossuk.com/

